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We are looking forward to working with you in the fall. We want you to be prepared to engage in 

conversation about not only theme, but also the rhetorical structure of the books you read during 

the summer. As you are an AP student, we are asking you to stretch your intellect by reading one 

book and a good amount of news this summer:  

 

- 102 Minutes: The Untold Story of the Fight to Survive Inside the Twin Towers by Jim 

Dwyer, Kevin Flynn 

- The Washington Post - http://www.washingtonpost.com/ 

- The New York Times - http://www.nytimes.com/ 

- The Associated Press - http://www.ap.org/ 

 

The assignments that accompany the reading will lead you to deeper understanding of the texts, 

to formulating good questions, and to developing original responses to the ideas you encounter. 

Don’t wait until the last minute. Plan to complete the reading and responses over time. If you 

wait until the last hour to work on this, you will not be able to do this work.  

 

Part I – Response Essay Your first assignment requires you to read 102 Minutes. 

 

Directions:  After reading the book and taking notes, write a response. Be thorough in your 

explanations. The response should be 3 pages in length (double-spaced, 12pt font).  It should 

include: 

1. An introduction in which you identify the purpose, audience, and claim.   

2. One paragraph explaining the Ethos appeal you found in the text. Describe how the 

author develops his credibility. Provide detailed examples 

3. One paragraph explaining the Pathos appeal you found in the text. How does the author 

appeal to the emotions of the audience?  Provide detailed examples. 

4. One paragraph explaining the Logos appeal you found in the text.  How does the author 

give evidence and reasoning to support his claim? Provide detailed examples.  

5.  A conclusion which evaluates: Did the author present his argument well? Why or why 

not? 

 

This essay should be completed and can be attached to an e-mail or brought to school by 

Tuesday, September 5.  Our e-mail addresses are listed at the top of the document. Also 

feel free to email us with any questions or concerns you may have about the summer 

assignments or the class in general! 
 

Part II – Close reading of The Washington Post, NY Times or Associated Press 
(Sample provided: http://ccostanbhs.weebly.com/summer-reading.html) 

 

At least twice a week (so a minimum of 16 entries), you must read a few articles from one of 

these news outlets. We have provided 3 choices to avoid trouble with article limits from each 

website listed above. You can also follow these media groups on Facebook and Twitter, as well 

as downloading the apps to your phone. As you read the news, you must keep a dialectical 

journal, which is a conversation between you and the text. The dialectical journal has four key 

components:  
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1. Citation heading for each entry – you should have a proper heading for each of your 

entries that includes the publication title, article title, author, & date. 

 

2. Identify the purpose and claim of the article – Claim, Evidence, and Reasoning. 

 

3. Quotes – your responses must include specific references to the text you have read. 

This is direct text evidence and you need to become accustomed to using it. 

 

4. Thoughts – we want to read your personal thoughts and your emotional and 

intellectual reaction to the text. Avoid excessive use of summary. Give us only the 

information you need to make us understand what you are talking about.  

 

There is no other formal structure to the journal. The point of this journal is to demonstrate to 

your teacher that you THINK as you read, and for you to track your own thoughts through the 

progress of each article. Your dialectical journal should be typed, but handwritten is acceptable if 

your handwriting is legible, and will be due Tuesday, September 5
th

. We will collect your 

journals and review them to ascertain how deeply and actively you engaged with the text. The 

purpose of this assignment is to challenge you to widen your scope of contextual and current 

event knowledge. You must read in at least 8 different areas.   

 

News Checklist: You must complete 16 entries with a minimum of 8 different topics.  
 

_______ Politics _______ Opinions _______ Sports _______ National 

_______ World _______ Business _______ Tech  _______ Lifestyle 
 

_______ Entertainment _______ Jobs  _______ Headlines 
 

Please bring to class on the first day of school: 

1. Your copy of 101 Minutes 

2.   A large 3 inch 3 ring binder for your portfolio and class materials and handouts  

3. Notebook designated for the class  

 

You will need either a Google Drive account or your Office 365 school account – for  

online back-up & electronic portfolio for the class. 

 

We look forward to a great year!  See you on August 30
th

 !! 

 

 

 

 


